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Bishop Alexander Priestly Camphor
Alexander Priestly Camphor was born in 1865 on a sugar-farm in Louisiana to humble but devoted parents.  He never saw a schoolhouse until he was 10 years old.  His mother and father could neither read nor write but believing there were great possibilities for their son, sent him to a Methodist preacher to be raised and educated. 


He was placed in a Freedman’s Aid school where he began his preparation for future work.  He learned quickly and easily and graduated from the New Orleans University (now Dillard University) at the top of his class.  He had so excelled in scholarship and character that he was asked by his Alma Mater to chair the Mathematics department.  It was during his four years as a teacher that the obligation of educated Negroes to help save Africa was laid upon him through the suggestion of Bishop Mallalieu in New Orleans.  He organized the first “Friends of Africa” organization on the campus and soon there were chapters at all schools under the direction of the Freedmen’s Aid Society in the South.


After four years of successful work at New Orleans University, Camphor entered Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Ga. in order to better prepare for his life’s work. He graduated at the top of his class.  Thereafter, Dr. Camphor became a pastor in Philadelphia and later in Orange, NJ when he did post-graduate work in Columbia University and Union Theological Seminary in New York City.  


Upon the nomination of Bishop Hartzell, a former Corresponding Secretary of the Freedmen’s Aid Society and Bishop of Africa, Dr. Camphor was selected Principal of Monrovia Seminary in Liberia in 1896.  He brought new life to the Seminary (then an elementary school) and by the close of his first year of administration he had begun the reorganization of the school to a high school, normal and ministerial training institution. At the 1897 session of the Liberia Annual Conference, it was voted to transform the Monrovia Seminary to the College of West Africa (CWA). The CWA was made the one central and leading school of all Methodist educational institutions.  


For 10 years, Dr. and Mrs. Camphor worked tirelessly to realize these goals. The college was recognized by the Liberian Government and in 1904


(continued on page 2).

(Adapted by Carol A. Black in part from “Introduction” by Rev. M.C.B. Mason, D.D. to Alexander P. Camphor’s “Missionary Story Sketches and Folk-Lore from Africa,” (1909)


Bishop Camphor

was chartered as the College of West Africa by the legislature.  In this appointment, Dr. and Mrs. Camphor became the first regularly appointed colored missionaries of the Board of Foreign Missions to Africa.  It was also during this time that Dr. Camphor made several visits to the interior and wrote, “Missionary Story Sketches and Folk-Lore from Africa.”

In 1908,upon Dr. Camphor’s selection as President of the Central Alabama Institute in Birmingham, Ala, Dr. and Mrs. Camphor returned to America. He served the Institute until his election as Missionary Bishop of Liberia in 1916.  Dr. Camphor was bestowed the honorary degrees of Doctor of Divinity from New Orleans University and Gammon Theological Seminary.  He died in 1919, ever remembered as a thorough scholar, an eloquent preacher, a splendid administrator, and a man of the highest integrity and most tender love.”


The Black Church

Excerpted from Africana.com
Contributed by Lawrence Mamiya




For a people struggling first with enslavement, then with second-class citizenship, a strong religious faith provided grounding, strength and inspiration. The black church became not only the bedrock of black history, but a crucial touchstone in American history and culture overall. Today’s black churches keep the flame of spirituality, community and heritage

Slave Religion: "The Invisible Institution" 

While the social control aspects of Christianity were quite effective when intermeshed with other constraints such as laws and black codes, illiteracy, and an omnipresent threat of extermination, religion became the only institutional area in which African slaves also exercised a measure of freedom, despite the many efforts to hinder or control their religious life. Sometimes stealing off to the backwoods and bayous of southern plantations, or meeting clandestinely in the slave quarters, and at times even openly in services with whites present, they performed their own rituals, songs, and other cultural forms of religious worship. They also developed their own leaders so that the "invisible institution"—the underground slave religion—could effectively merge with the rise of institutional black churches in the latter half of the 18th and early 19th centuries. 


As a consequence of these historical factors, religion among black people became the only institutional area that was permitted to develop to any significant degree. During several centuries of slavery, political, economic, educational, and other cultural and social institutions were deemed illegal and remained relatively undeveloped. Finally, as the only significant social institution other than the black family, the Black Church took on multiple roles and burdens that differed from its white counterpart. 


Today, more than 65,000 Christian churches have a predominance of African American members and black clerical leadership. The Black Church serves as a major institutional foundation of African American spiritual and community life. 




A modest Lenten rule

I will:

Not shriek at the children more than once a day.

Stop making a pig of myself.

Refrain from critical remarks.

Stop smoking. Stop drinking. Stop getting drunk.

Let that poor driver pull into the line of traffic in front of me.

Be nice to that cashier, clerk, repairman, attendant, relative, neighbor,

minister/rector, wife, husband, mother-in-law (circle one, several, or all).

Bless the food I eat.

Cook that dish that my spouse likes and I do not; eat that dish

that my spouse cooks and that I do not like.

Put down that trashy book and read something worthwhile.

Find out what the inside of the church looks like on a weekday.

Get out of the sack every single Sunday morning and go to church;

modify my Saturday night routine so that I can get out of the sack

on Sunday morning.

Give our Lord a little credit for the good things happening to me;

blame our Lord a little less for the bad things happening to me;

Blame my husband less. Blame my wife less. Blame everyone less.

Say “thank you” more often. Say “please” more often.

Talk less. Say more.

Smile some. Try smiling even when I do not feel like it.

Write letters.

Clean up the house. Quit cleaning up the house.

Ask our Lord Jesus Christ to help me to all these things.






The Anglican Digest. Used with permission.

Women’s Day 2004: Women United in Faith and Love


Rev. Valentine Royal will be Camphor’s Women’s Day preacher on Sunday, March 21. The day’s theme is Women United in Faith and Love. 


Rev. Valentine is Director of the American Baptist Women in Ministry (ABWIM). She is an advocate, encouraging women who have answered the call to ministerial leadership. She serves as an educator to congregations and individuals on concerns and issues of women ministers, communicating the historical commitment to affirm, educate and place women in ministerial leadership positions within American Baptist Churches-USA.


Rev. Royal's past experiences include appointments as an associate pastor in two
California congregations; a long-term prison ministry; street evangelism; and ministry with troubled youth, homeless families and battered women. She is a 1990 graduate of the American Baptist Seminary of the West in Berkeley, California, with undergraduate studies in Special Education at the Lone Mountain College in San Francisco.








Submitted by Elaine Brown

from the United Methodist news service

Produce market in church basement targets obesity

ST. LOUIS (UMNS) — Fed up with advising residents of north St. Louis to eat better yet knowing they don’t have the resources to do it, religious leaders have joined with business people and St. Louis University researchers to open the Garden of Eden, a produce market in the basement of Union Memorial United Methodist Church. The market opened last year with a grant of nearly $500,000 from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. It was designed to offer the low- and middle-income community a healthy alternative to fast food by providing fresh produce at low prices, along with help in food preparation. 

United Methodist Women aiming at Staples stores

NEW YORK (UMNS) — Members of United Methodist Women are urging the Staples office supply store chain to stock and promote chlorine-free paper. The campaign is part of an ongoing effort to fight environmental toxins that are suspected of causing breast cancer. Staples’ promotional literature extols the company’s environmental concerns and is stocking chlorine-free paper on a trial basis in selected stores. United Methodist Women are being asked to visit a local Staples store and report back to the Women's Division about what they find. The goal is to have at least 1,000 report cards from United Methodist Women completed by April 30. The cards will be presented to the chief executive officer of Staples. Information on the cards is available at http://gbgm-umc.org/umw online. 


Many Churches Look to ‘Passion’ as Evangelism Tool

HOUSTON (UMNS) — Describing “The Passion of the Christ” as a one-of-a-kind evangelism opportunity, many United Methodist churches are promoting the film as part of their ministries. The film will be released Feb. 25 and is already one of the most talked-about movies of recent years. United Methodists, like other Christians, have bought out many of the film’s first showings to share free tickets with nonbelievers. Many congregations plan to be at the theaters — some are setting up tables — to answer questions and share prayers. Faithbridge United Methodist Church in Houston is mailing out flyers and sending members to the film’s showings with business cards inviting viewers to visit the congregation for discussion of the film. “It’s a very provocative film, and it would be hard for anyone who is not a follower of Jesus Christ to see the movie and just walk out and be done with it,” says the Rev. Ken Werlein, pastor. 

News in Brief

Anne Cairns Federlein, president of the Ohio State University at Newark and Central Ohio Technical College, has been named president of United Methodist-related Kentucky Wesleyan College, effective July 1. She will be the 30th president and first woman to serve as leader in the college’s 146-year history. She succeeds Wesley H. Poling, who announced his resignation last May and will step down as president June 30.
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Inside…





   February is Black History Month. We share a bit of the history of the Black church, excerpts courtesy of Africana.com. Courtesy of Carol Black Adams, we begin with the history of the pioneer for whom our church is named, Bishop Alexander Priestly Camphor.     Pages 1-2 





   The Lenten Season


February 25 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten season. We share a thoughtful piece that appeared in our church bulletin a few years ago. 


   Women’s Day 


Our Women’s Day is March 21 and our speaker is featured in this edition.       Page 3





   United Methodist News


Items from the United Methodist News Service.             Page 4
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Lenten Bible Study Classes


Mrs. Dorothea Burnett’s Lenten Bible Study classes will be held at the church Thursdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m., Feb. 26 through April 1. 





Rev. Gary L. Meekins’ Lenten Bible Study classes will be held Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., March 2 through April 6 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt, 1111 Duncan Ave., Yeadon, PA





All are invited. Please see the Sunday church bulletins for listings of additional classes..
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We may not all believe exactly the same thing, but the people of the United Methodist Church believe in God and each other. If you’re searching for something to believe in, our hearts, our minds and our doors are always open.
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